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Planning matters ... 

It's never too early to start planning for your 

child or grandchild's college fund. 

However, as with other types of financial planning, bear in mind 

that your child's college funding plan requires a disciplined 

approach that emphasizes consistency with your overall goals and 

objectives. 

Here is where planning comes in: Work with a financial advisor to 

establish a goal and determine how much you need to (and can) 

save for your child's tuition. More than simple saving, this often 

means creating an investment plan, a strategy, and the right 

vehicle so that you can increase growth potential and steadily 

accumulate more for college. 

REMINDERS 

Your biggest advantage for achieving this goal outweighs even 

the size of your paycheck: time. The sooner you start saving, the 

more time you have to grow your college fund through long-term 

compounding. Even the smallest contributions make a difference 

over many years. 

In addition to starting early, remember that selecting the right 

investment vehicle is also significant. 

College Savings Vehicles: 

• 529 Plans

• Roth IRAs

• Coverdell Education
Savings Accounts

• Regular Savings Accounts

• Trusts/UTMAs/UGMAs

For more information on Education Funding Plans and resources 

call us at 570.296.5525 to talk with one of our Wealth Advisors 

or visit our website: www.TheBiondoGroup.com and click on 

"Education Planning" under "Our Services" tab. 
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If you would like to receive the new WealthSense Monthly via email, 

please contact Buffie Dobbs at bdobbs@thebiondogroup.com. 

Do you have a "Trusted Contact" form on file with us? 
Should there be any questions or concerns about your health or welfare due to potential diminished capacity, financial exploitation or 

abuse, endangerment, and/or neglect, this form authorizes us and Fidelity to contact the designated trusted contact. 

To download this form, please go to: TheBiondoGroup.com and click on Trusted Contact Form in the NEWS section or please 

reach out to us at team@thebiondogroup.com or call 570-296-5525. 

Any new changes in your contact information? 
13/e would like to know. .. so we can keep your contact information up-to-date. 
Please send us your updated information to team@thebiondogroup.com or 
call 570-296-5525. 

Find us on: 

facebook. 
@TheBiondoGroup 

570.296.5525 I 877.BIONDOS (246.6367) I team@thebiondogroup.com I TheBiondoGroup.com 
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Expectations for growth have 
decreased in recent months, 
anticipation rising for improvement 

in US and global economic data. 

Joseph P. Biondo 

After reaching a new 
all-time high in July, 
the S&P 500 Index 

sold off sharply at the beginning of August 
on a combination of US/China trade tensions 
and overall economic concerns. This sell-off 
coincided with a temporary inversion of the 
yield curve, which has historically been a 
precursor of a future recession. Equity and 
bond markets became even more sensitive to 
daily trade policy updates, economic news, 
and speculation over the future direction of 
interest rates by the Federal Reserve. By 
quarter's end, the S&P 500 Index finished up 
1.7% after increased volatility led to a 7% 
trading range during the quarter. 

In the year-to-date period through 9/30/2019, 
the S&P 500 has advanced 20.55%, the 
Bloomberg World Index (International) is up 
14. 77%, and the Barclays Aggregate Bond
Index (Fixed Income) is up 8.52%.

While performance of our strategies for the 
first six months of 2019 was largely in line 

with benchmarks, our Focus and Growth 
portfolios underperformed sharply during the 
third quarter, while our Dividend portfolio 
continued to advance with the broader 
market. The Biondo Focus Strategy was up 
6.55%, the Biondo Growth Strategy up 
7.49%, and the Biondo Dividend Strategy 
up 17.67% in the year-to-date period, all net 
of fees. 

As is typical with high-conviction concen
trated portfolios, a few positions can have a 
large impact on performance and this was 
certainly the case in the most recent quarter. 
From 6/30 through 9/30, some of the larger 
positions in our Focus and Growth portfolios 
suffered severe declines and were large 
detractors from performance. In the quarter, 
the four largest detractors to performance 
were: 

• Align Technologies (ALGN): -34%
• Abiomed (ABMD): -32%
• Exact Sciences (EXAS): -23%
• Illumina (ILMN): -17%
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